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Sanjaks of Asir and Yemen, and the British protectorate of Aden.
These highlands, we noticed, are peopled by a race of agriculturists settled in towns and villages, which, owing partly to this fact and partly to the very considerable foreign element introduced at various times, differs much from the true Arabian type.
The history of these regions goes back to the highest antiquity. That they were the seat of a civilization as old as or older than that of Egypt is beyond the possibility of doubt. The earliest written inscriptions of which we have knowledge date from about 4000 B.C. They relate to the foundation of the Minnsean dynasty, which begins the historical period. The Minnsean was succeeded by the Sabsean kingdom*, which reached the height of its power and prosperity in the time of Solomon. The visit of the " Queen of Sheba " to that monarch is described in the Koran as well as in the Old Testament. Arab and Hebrew traditions alike bear witness to the wealth and grandeur of the Sabssan monarchs, and that these are no fabulous tales is proved by the dimensions of the great dam of Marib, one hundred and twenty feet high and two miles in length, the ruins of which still exist and have been seen by at least three European travellers in modern times.
The Roman expedition to Arabia led by yElius Gallius has already been mentioned. It seems to have reached Marib, and must have seen the dam, though the fact is not specifically mentioned in the accounts we have of it.
The bursting of this dam about AJD. 120 caused the centre of south-west Arabian civilization to shift from Marib to Sanaa. The decadent Sabseans of that day were probably unable to reconstruct it, and so were compelled to move to a country that did not depend on irrigation works. At the same time, from what we know of Marib, it seems almost incredible that the dam could ever have been very full; and its existence, like that of the Aden tanks, goes to prove that the climate of South Arabia must have altered very greatly in historical times.
Judaism was introduced into South-west Arabia about the beginning of the Christian Era. Christianity itself soon followed, and spread rapidly in spite of persecution,